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(2) Copies of all accident reports re-
quired by State or other governmental
entities or insurers.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 2125–0526)

[58 FR 6729, February 2, 1993, as amended at
60 FR 38744, July 28, 1995; 60 FR 44441, Aug. 28,
1995]

§§ 390.16—390.17 [Reserved]

§ 390.19 Additional equipment and ac-
cessories.

Nothing in this subchapter shall be
construed to prohibit the use of addi-
tional equipment and accessories, not
inconsistent with or prohibited by this
subchapter, provided such equipment
and accessories do not decrease the
safety of operation of the commercial
motor vehicles on which they are used.

[53 FR 18052, May 19, 1988, as amended at 60
FR 38744, July 28, 1995]

§ 390.21 Marking of commercial motor
vehicles.

(a) General. Every self-propelled com-
mercial motor vehicle operated in
interstate commerce and subject to the
rules of subchapter B of this chapter
must be marked as specified in para-
graphs (b), (c) and (d) of this section.
Self-propelled commercial motor vehi-
cles operated by for-hire motor carriers
under authority issued by the Inter-
state Commercial Commission (ICC)
may meet the requirements of this sec-
tion by complying with the marking
requirements set forth in 49 CFR part
390, subpart D.

(b) Nature of marking. The marking
must display the following informa-
tion:

(1) The name or trade name of the
motor carrier operating the self-pro-
pelled commercial motor vehicle.

(2) The city or community and State
(name abbreviated), in which the car-
rier maintains its principal place of
business or in which the commercial
motor vehicle is customarily based.

(3) The motor carrier identification
number, if issued by the FHWA, pre-
ceded by the letters ‘‘USDOT’’.

(4) If the name of any person other
than the operating carrier appears on
the commercial motor vehicle operated
under its own power, either alone or in

combination, the name of the operat-
ing carrier shall be followed by the in-
formation required by paragraphs
(b)(1), (2), and (3) of this section, and be
preceded by the words ‘‘operated by.’’

(5) Other identifying information
may be displayed on the commercial
motor vehicle if it is not inconsistent
with the information required by this
paragraph.

(c) Size, shape, location, and color of
marking. The marking must—

(1) Appear on both sides of the self-
propelled commercial motor vehicle;

(2) Be in letters that contrast sharply
in color with the background on which
the letters are placed;

(3) Be readily legible, during daylight
hours, from a distance of 50 feet while
the commercial motor vehicle is sta-
tionary; and

(4) Be kept and maintained in a man-
ner that retains the legibility required
by paragraph (c)(3) of this section.

(d) Construction and durability. The
marking may be painted on the com-
mercial motor vehicle or may consist
of a removable device, if that device
meets the identification and legibility
requirements of this section, and such
marking shall be maintained in such a
manner as to remain legible as re-
quired by this section.

(e) Rented commercial motor vehicles. A
motor carrier operating a self-pro-
pelled commercial motor vehicle under
a rental agreement having a term not
in excess of 30 calendar days may meet
the requirements of this section in ei-
ther one of two ways:

(1) The commercial motor vehicle is
marked in accordance with the provi-
sions of paragraphs (b) through (d) of
this section; or

(2) The commercial motor vehicle is
marked as set forth below:

(i) The name or trade name of the
lessor is displayed in accordance with
paragraphs (c) and (d) of this section;

(ii) The city or community and State
(name abbreviated), in which the lessor
maintians its principal place of busi-
ness or in which the commercial motor
vehicle is customarily based is dis-
played in accordance with paragraphs
(c) and (d) of this section;

(iii) The lessor’s identification num-
ber, issued by the FHWA, preceded by
the letters ‘‘USDOT’’ is displayed in
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49 CFR Ch. III (10–1–97 Edition)§ 390.23

accordance with paragraphs (c) and (d)
of this section; and

(iv) The rental agreement entered
into by the lessor and the renting
motor carrier conspicuously contains
the following information:

(A) The name and complete physical
address of the principal place of busi-
ness of the renting motor carrier;

(B) The identification number issued
the renting motor carrier by the Fed-
eral Highway Administration, preceded
by the letters ‘‘USDOT,’’ if the motor
carrier has been issued such a number.
In lieu of the identification number re-
quired in this paragraph, the following
may be shown:

(1) Information which will indicate if
the motor carrier is engaged in ‘‘inter-
state’’ or ‘‘intrastate’’ commerce; and

(2) Information which will indicate if
the renting motor carrier is transport-
ing hazardous materials in the rented
commercial motor vehicle;

(C) The sentence: ‘‘This lessor co-
operates with all federal, state, and
local law enforcement officials nation-
wide to provide the identity of cus-
tomers who operate this rental com-
mercial motor vehicle;’’ and

(v) The rental agreement entered
into by the lessor and the renting
motor carrier is carried on the rental
commercial motor vehicle during the
full term of the rental agreement.

[53 FR 18052, May 19, 1988; 53 FR 27689, July
22, 1988, as amended at 53 FR 47543, Nov. 23,
1988; 55 FR 6993, Feb. 28, 1990; 57 FR 3142, Jan.
28, 1992; 60 FR 38744, July 28, 1995; 62 FR 49942,
Sept. 24, 1997]

§ 390.23 Relief from regulations.
(a) Parts 390 through 399 of this chap-

ter shall not apply to any motor car-
rier or driver operating a commercial
motor vehicle to provide emergency re-
lief during an emergency, subject to
the following time limits:

(1) Regional emergencies. (i) The ex-
emption provided by paragraph (a)(1) of
this section is effective only when:

(A) An emergency has been declared
by the President of the United States,
the Governor of a State, or their au-
thorized representatives having au-
thority to declare emergencies; or

(B) The Regional Director of Motor
Carriers has declared that a regional
emergency exists which justifies an ex-

emption from parts 390 through 399 of
this chapter.

(ii) Except as provided in § 390.25, this
exemption shall not exceed the dura-
tion of the motor carrier’s or driver’s
direct assistance in providing emer-
gency relief, or 30 days from the date of
the initial declaration of the emer-
gency or the exemption from the regu-
lations by the Regional Director of
Motor Carriers, whichever is less.

(2) Local emergencies. (i) The exemp-
tion provided by paragraph (a)(2) of
this section is effective only when:

(A) An emergency has been declared
by a Federal, State or local govern-
ment official having authority to de-
clare an emergency; or

(B) The Regional Director of Motor
Carriers has declared that a local
emergency exists which justifies an ex-
emption from parts 390 through 399 of
this chapter.

(ii) This exemption shall not exceed
the duration of the motor carrier’s or
driver’s direct assistance in providing
emergency relief, or 5 days from the
date of the initial declaration of the
emergency or the exemption from the
regulations by the Regional Director of
Motor Carriers, whichever is less.

(3) Tow trucks responding to emer-
gencies. (i) The exemption provided by
paragraph (a)(3) of this section is effec-
tive only when a request has been made
by a Federal, State or local police offi-
cer for tow trucks to move wrecked or
disabled motor vehicles.

(ii) This exemption shall not exceed
the length of the motor carrier’s or
driver’s direct assistance in providing
emergency relief, or 24 hours from the
time of the initial request for assist-
ance by the Federal, State or local po-
lice officer, whichever is less.

(b) Upon termination of direct assist-
ance to the regional or local emer-
gency relief effort, the motor carrier or
driver is subject to the requirements of
parts 390 through 399 of this chapter,
with the following exception: A driver
may return empty to the motor car-
rier’s terminal or the driver’s normal
work reporting location without com-
plying with parts 390 through 399 of
this chapter. However, a driver who in-
forms the motor carrier that he or she
needs immediate rest shall be per-
mitted at least 8 consecutive hours off
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